Gilvocarcins, new antitumor antibiotics. 5. Biosynthesis of gilvocarcins: incorporation of 13C-labeled compounds into gilvocarcin aglycones.
The biosynthesis of the aglycones of gilvocarcins V and M has been studied with 13C-labeled precursors. The aglycones have been shown to be formed via the acetate pathway and a route for their biosynthesis is proposed which involves secondary addition of an alkyl group.